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® Argham — symbolizes the auspicious results of all virtuous causes and conditions. In the 7 limb
prayer it corresponds with homage & prostration.

Padyam — symbolizes purification of our negative karma and obscurations. In the 7 limb prayer it
corresponds with "offering".

Pushpe — symbolizes the beauty and flowering of enlightenment and signifies the opening of one's
heart. In the 7 limb prayer it corresponds with "confession".

Dhupe — symbolizes morality, ethics and discipline which are the basic causes and conditions from
which pure enlightened qualities are cultivated. In the 7 limb prayer it corresponds with "rejoicing".
Alokhe — symbolizes the dispelling of all darkness of the mind, all ignorance. Light is offered to the
eyes of all the enlightened ones who see with pristine clarity. In the 7 limb prayer it corresponds with
"requesting to turn the wheel".

Gendhe — symbolizes the perseverance and joyful effort that is the heart of enlightenment. In the 7
limb prayer it corresponds with "beseeching to remain".

Nevidye — symbolizes the clear and stable mind of Samadhi, meditative absorption. In the 7 limb
prayer it corresponds with "Dedication".

Shabda — symbolizes the buddha's wisdom nature and the extraordinary compassion that arises
naturally from the wisdom mind.

Taken from: https://www.tibetanbuddhistaltar.org/meaning-and-purpose-of-the-8-auspicious-

offering-bowls/

2 The precious jewel corresponds to the virtue of faith. A bodhisattva must possess abundant and
excellent faith to serve as ground for the development of all good qualities. The meaning of this is
that if one has faith, then all other qualities, such as meditative stability, diligence, insight into the
meaning of dharma and so on, will definitely arise, and on the basis of their arising, one will be able to
eradicate all that is to be transcended or abandoned.

The precious wheel corresponds to the second branch of awakening, which is knowledge or insight,
prajna. Knowledge enables the chakravartin to be victorious against any kind of invasion or warfare.
In the same way, it is knowledge, or prajna, that enables one to conquer the kleshas and ignorance.

The third article of royalty is the consort of the monarch (the precious queen). The consort serves to
keep the monarch on track, to pacify and tame the monarch. So therefore, the consort corresponds to
samadhi. Samadhi or meditative absorption, serves as the necessary ground for knowledge or prajna.
If prajna is grounded in samadhi, then it will be stable, tranquil, effective, and appropriate or correct.
If it is not grounded in samadhi then prajna goes off the track, becomes incorrect and runs wild, so
that it actually is more of a problem than a benefit.

The precious minister corresponds to the fourth branch of awakening - joy, which arises from the
correct presence and application of both samadhi and prajna. Joy here refers, for example, to the joy
of the attainment of the first bodhisattva level, which is called the Utterly Joyful. In most
enumerations this is a minister who gives wise counsel to the monarch and therefore promotes joy.
Sometimes it is also called the precious householder, the subject of the monarch who also brings
appropriate advice.

The fifth limb of awakening is diligence and this corresponds to the precious excellent horse. Just as
an excellent horse enables the monarch to travel anywhere they wish to go with great speed, in the
same way the possession of diligence enables the bodhisattva to cultivate the qualities of samadhi
and prajna, and, through cultivating them, to eradicate the kleshas and to increase all positive
qualities.

The sixth article of royalty is the precious elephant. The significance of this elephant is that it is
extremely peaceful and tame, so it represents, from among the seven limbs of awakening, the faculty
of mindfulness, which is a mind kept tranquil and always consciously aware of what is going on in the
mind and what one’s actions are.

The seventh and last limb of awakening is equanimity, a state of mind in which the bodhisattva is free
from the afflictions of attachment to some things and aversion to other things. Through the faculty of
equanimity, the bodhisattva overcomes the warfare of the kleshas. Of the seven articles of royalty, it
is represented by the precious general, because the precious general overcomes all warfare and
aggression. (https://www.rigpawiki.org/index.php?title=Seven precious_emblems _of royalty)
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* The seven subsidiary precious possessions, the Nyewai Rinchendun, are the seven symbols that
were adopted into Buddhism from ancient India’s seven emblems of royalty. They represent the ideal
royal luxuries of ancient times. This set is referred to as ‘subsidiary’ precious possessions as they are
considered inferior to the seven precious emblems of a universal monarch. Further, these seven
possessions are not limited to the universal monarch.

The Sword (=«%) - The precious sword is described as sharp and straight with a golden handle
bedecked with precious gems and stones. It blazes with blue light and has power to impress the
authority of the king without even using it. It causes fear and submission among enemies and
symbolizes justice, compassion, and penetrating wisdom.

The Naga skin (guq«-) - A large golden-hued skin of a naga, or serpent king, obtained from the depth
of the sea is believed to be indestructible whether by water, fire, or air. It gives warmth when cold
and can cool when it is hot. It helps summon the serpent world and thereby controls the weather and
averts illnesses caused by the naga world such as leprosy. The skin also has the power to obtain riches
from the naga world in forms in precious stones, pearls and corals

The Palace (z===s=") - The royal house is spacious, pleasant, superbly built, fully complemented, and
proportioned with beautiful designs. It is warm in winter and cool in summer, and year-round is
peaceful, inviting, and very enjoyable to live in. It is conducive to happy living, good rest, and sleep
and is free from the sufferings of death and illness.

The Robes () - Royal robes are made from pure and very refined cloths and decorated with golden
embroidery. It has magical qualities of resisting weapons and fire, providing warmth when cold and
cools in the heat. It is clean, soft, fragrant, and invigorates physical and mental wellbeing.

The Royal Gardens (35%«) - The royal gardens help the king to relax in the beauty of nature.
Appointed with beautiful lush lawns, abundant trees, and plants of various attractive colours,
fragrances and delicious fruits. Clear water flows through ponds, streams, and fountains. Exotic
animals, beautiful birds, and fishes dwell in the garden as a cool fragrant breeze gently blows, carrying
the sounds of divine music. Such a peaceful and rich garden is believed to be reflective of the virtuous
work of the king.

The Royal Bed/Throne (s«=) - The royal throne, couch, or seat is an object of exceptional
craftsmanship. It is soft and comfortable seat to sit or lie on, and fulfils the desires of the king. It
creates a sacred atmosphere and helps the king develop mental composure, clarity, and positive
energy while eliminating fatigue and other mental and physical problems that could hinder his rule or
personal well-being.

The Royal Shoes (xx) - The precious shoes are designed from special materials and decorated with
beautiful embroidery and gems. They are very light, soft, comfortable, and help the king travel at
great speed with no fatigue. They are resistant to damage by water and fire and are impervious to
wear and tear. The boots help the monarch travel and therefore better carry out activities on behalf
of his subjects.
https://texts.mandala.library.virginia.edu/text/nyewai-rinchendun-seven-subsidiary-precious-
possessions
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(1) The subsidiary awareness (mental factor), similar to a mental glue, that keeps a mental hold on a
cognitive object, so that it is not lost.

(2) The recollection of something, with which the mind keeps a mental hold on a mental hologram
that resembles and represents something previously cognized. The term is often rendered as
"memory" or "remembering," but has nothing to do with the recording or storage of mental
information.
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A positive mental state characterized by recollection of a teaching or object of focus.

One of the most important trainings for the Buddhist practitioner, it is traditionally taught within the
teachings on the four applications of mindfulness.

Not forgetting the Buddha’s teachings amid whatever activities one is currently undertaking. See also
“three kinds of sterling equanimity.” Closely related to vigilant introspection.

The root smr may mean to “recollect,” but also simply to “think of” something. “Mindfulness” means,
broadly speaking, bringing something to mind, not necessarily something experienced in a distant
past but also something just experienced, such as the position of one’s body.

This is the faculty that enables the mind to maintain its attention on a referent object, counteracting
the arising of forgetfulness, which is a great obstacle to meditative stability. Together with alertness,
mindfulness is one of the two indispensable factors for the development of calm abiding (Skt.
$amatha). Also translated here as “recollection.”
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